“WHY CATHOLIC?” PREVIEW OF SESSION TEN:
“ONE CHURCH WITH DIVERSE ROLES”

Once, an aged nun expressed irritation with an accomplished theologian. “He doesn’t even
know how many sacraments there are,” the sister said, “he thinks there are eight or ten or
some other number.” The sister obviously had in mind the doctrine, defined by the Council of
Trent, that there are seven sacraments by which is meant that the Church has seven distinct
rites which convey sanctifying grace. Still, theologians are correct in pointing out that the
Church herself is in a tangible way a sacrament. That is, the Church is a visible reality
established by Christ to bestow grace.

Besides a sacrament, the Church may be described with other images. Vatican II's Constitution
on the Church (frequently called by its Latin introductory words Lumen Gentium) sees the
Church first as the “people of God.” This means that the Church is a community of persons that
worship God and serve Him in holiness. At the same time the Church is the “Body of Christ” —
the extension of Jesus Christ through time with himself as its head. The Church is also said to
be the “bride of Christ” since he has joined her to himself in an everlasting covenant. Finally,
the Church, along with individual Christians, is described as the “temple of the Holy Spirit”
meaning that the Church has the Holy Spirit as her source of vitality so that she might complete
her mission of evangelization.

The tenth session of “Why Catholic?” examines the characteristics and the ministries of the
Church. It provides valuable insights into the institution by which many of us identify ourselves
after giving our names.



“;POR QUE SER CATOLICO?” -- PREESTRENO DE LA DECIMA SESION
UNA IGLESIA CON DIVERSAS FUNCIONES

Una vez una anciana monja expreso la irritacion con un tedlogo cumplido. “No sabe cudntos
sacramentos hay,” dijo la hermana, “piensa que son ocho o diez u otro numero”. Obviamente la
monja tenia en cuenta la doctrina, definida por el Concilio de Trento, que hay siete sacramentos
por la cual es entendido que la Iglesia posee siete ritos distintos que transmiten la gracia
santificante. Sin embargo, los tedlogos tienen razdn cuando sefialan que la Iglesia misma es, en
manera palpable, un sacramento. Pues, la Iglesia es una realidad visible establecida por Cristo
para dar la gracia.

Ademds de sacramento, se puede describir la Iglesia con otras imdgenes. La Constitucion sobre
la Iglesia (frecuentemente llamada por sus primeras palabras en latin Lumen Gentium) ve la
Iglesia en la primera instancia como el “Pueble de Dios”. Esto quiere decir que la Iglesia es una
comunidad de personas que dan culto a Dios y Le sirven en la santidad. A la misma vez la Iglesia
es el “Cuerpo de Cristo” — la extension de Jesucristo a través del tiempo con él mismo como su
cabeza. También, se dice que la Iglesia es la “esposa de Cristo” desde que él la ha juntado a si
mismo en una alianza sempiterna. Finalmente, la Iglesia, junta con los fieles individuales, es
descrita como el “templo del Espiritu Santo” significando que el Espiritu es el principio vital
capacitando la Iglesia a cumplir su misién evangelizadora.

La décima sesion de “¢é Por qué ser catdlico?” examina las caracteristicas y los ministerios de la
Iglesia. Provee perspectivas valerosas a la institucion por la cual muchos nosotros nos
identificamos después de dar nuestros nombres.



