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Ina program introduced this year at Notre Dame Catholic School students participate
in the planning of the Masses and prayer services. The students on the Liturgy Planning
Committee meet once a week to discuss the music and altar decorations that will
coordinate with the readings and how they might encourage participation. In addition,
the students meet in advance with the readers and servers to lead practice sessions
to ensure that each participant is prepared. Students also serve as sacristans for the
liturgies. Senior and committee member Karos Torres adds, “| think we are a very
efficient team of spiritually sound students. We work together well to make the Mass

as beautiful as possible.”

As part of the new Making Our Mark
middle school program, Our Mother
of Mercy students follow an extended
school schedule from 8 am to 5 pm.
This allows for OMM scholars to spend
twice the time required per week in
language arts and math classes as well
as devote extra time to foreign language
and technology classes. The schedule also
includes end of the day extracurricular
activities, such as chess, sports, and other
clubs.

St. John the Apostle Catholic School second grader
Max McGaughy won first place in the Score a Goal in the
Classroom 2010 Texas Reading Bee Championship. Over
60,000 second grade students competed in this year’s
competition. Each public school district or private school
champion advanced to the Reading Bee competition held
at TCU in Fort Worth. Students read passages and answer
questions and are graded on a point system on fluency,
speed and comprehension. Reading is one of Max’s favorite
things to do, along with playing soccer and riding in the new
go cart that he won in the competition.

The upper school students at Holy Rosary were treated to a special P.E. instructor

when Father Charles Addai, from St.
Vincent De Paul, made a visit to the
campus to teach soccer skills. Father
Charles, originally from Ghana, began
playing soccer (futbol) at the age of six
and was recognized at one time as the
best futbol player in all of Ghana. Father
Charles was also the trainer and captain
for the seminary team. Father Charles,
who was ordained in July 2006, says “I
can’t stop playing soccer. Even if | become
a Bishop or Pope | will still find time to
play, | love the game.”

Diocesan schools have teamed up with
the National Football League, the Dallas
Cowboys, the North Texas Super Bowl
XLV Host Committee and the Salvation
Army for a community initiative that
benefits local children in need. Schools
are collecting lightly used or new sports
equipment, games, books and school
supplies. The items collected will be
distributed to lower income schools,
Catholic Charities, and other programs
that serve children in need.

Jennifer Stone, star of Disney’s
Wizards of Waverly Place, and Texas
Instruments recently presented Nolan
Catholic with a technology donation
of the Texas Instruments' TI-Nspire
navigator classroom learning system,
which includes a class set of Tl's latest
graphing technology, the TI-Nspire
handheld with Touchpad, the Tl wireless
Nspire Navigator system, as well as the
Teachers Teaching with Technology (T3)
professional development training.
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HOLY TRINITY

Courtroom Drama Receives Positive Verdict

s part of its Leaders in Law class, Holy
Trinity Catholic School seventh and eighth
grade students recently held a mock trial
based on a current civil litigation against
the city of Bedford, Texas. It concerned
an actual daytime curfew that prohibits
school-age children under 17 from being in
a public place between 9 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
on school days. Violators and their parents

can be fined up to $500.

As part of the trial, eight students portrayed
the attorneys, witnesses, judge and the
defendant, while parents acted as jurors

and classmates watched the proceedings.
The case being settled involved fictitious
Holy Trinity seventh grade student Paige
Turner. On a day she was to be home sick
from school, Turner was caught eating at

a Bedford pizzeria and in violation of the
city’s daytime curfew.

Clair Lefner, a seventh grader who
portrayed the judge, said that in addition

to being a fun experience, the mock trial
proceedings added “a lot more pressure to
learn” because it was put to the test in front
of her classmates.

“This case was selected because it’s relevant
to these students,” said Dr. Ralph Steele,

an attorney and Holy Trinity parent who
teaches the class. “We scripted the case as if
someone had actually broken the law.”

The proceedings were very realistic,
as students followed official courtroom

As the Holy Family Catholic School community celebrates
its 65th anniversary this year, many things are noticeably
different than when the doors to the school first opened in

June of 1945.

“The school was originally named St. Alice and was located
at the corner of Locke Avenue and Camp Bowie Boulevard
and staffed by the Sisters of Saint Mary of Namur,” says Lisa
Griffith, Holy Family’s Development Director and parent of
a 2007 graduate. “In 1962 property was acquired on Pershing
Avenue for relocation of both the church and school.

The name change occurred when church construction

was completed three years later. The Holy Family School
building was finished in 1970 and was under the direction of
the Sisters of the Incarnate Word until 1979, after which the

faculty was composed of lay staff.”

Some of the Sisters who taught at St. Alice now live at Our
Lady of Victory Center. In reflecting back on the school’s
early days their collective memories include an amusing
episode. They recall that the original school had no

screens on the windows and incomplete fencing around the
building. As a result, one of the classes was surprised to find
two cows peeking in through the window of the classroom
with great curiosity. Those were the days that the girls’ choir
learned Gregorian chant and sang at Requiem Masses, and

the Sisters rode the Laneri bus to St. Alice.

Sixty-five years later Holy Family Catholic School is proud
to celebrate its history and the impact it has had on the lives

of its students.

Asked to share more recent recollections, Holy Family

Ny \

procedures. After evidence was presented
and witnesses questioned under oath, the
“jury” couldn’t agree on a verdict. But in
this case, the verdict was secondary to the
trial itself.

“This was excellent opportunity for the
kids to find out what's real in the court
room and how it differs from what they see

on TV, said Katie Halverson, the HTCS

teacher liaison for the course.

Leaders in Law is one of many new elective
classes being offered at the school and an
effective way to expose students to a variety
of professional fields.
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graduate Halden Griffith, now a senior at Nolan Catholic,

says that among his most significant memories are those of his teachers. “My teachers were
smart, funny, encouraging and taught with an air of kindness. More importantly, they
reinforced in me what is means to be Christ-like.”

Much has changed since those early days, yet one thing will remain: Holy Family’s

commitment to quality Catholic education.



Nolan Catholic High School debuted a
new social studies elective this year. Pacific
Studies was designed by instructor Stephen
Kai Nemeth based on his desire to share his
love of Pacific cultures and from requests

of students whom he had taught World
Geography Studies as freshmen.

“As freshmen, it was easy to see that Mr.
Nemeth was a walking encyclopedia of the
Pacific Islands,” said Senior Patrick Kelly.
“But our world geography class couldn’t go
into a lot of depth regarding Pacifica. When
I heard he was teaching this new class, I
definitely signed up.”

Using the Pacific Ocean as the starting
point of their studies, students learn about
the many life-forms and their migration
patterns in order to understand how they
came to inhabit the distant islands and
how different species of birds and animals
have struggled — and continue to struggle
— for survival. The next part of the course
involves the study of Pacific Island cultures.
Students note commonalities as well as
distinctions among Pacific peoples such

as the Yali of Papua-New Guinea, the
Aborigines of Australia, the Maori of New
Zealand, Tahitians, Samoans, Tongans
and Hawaiians. Students also learn useful
phrases, grammar, prayers and chants of a
sample language, Hawaiian.

Students describe Nemeth as a storyteller
whose methods are a little out of the
ordinary. “This is not a class that you just
read out of a book,” said Kelly. “Mr. Nemeth
incorporates a lot of different interactive
elements into the lesson. Once, he
performed an authentic hula dance for the
class. Another time he brought in a gourd-
drum (ipu heke) and we learned chants.”

Recently, the Pacific Studies students visited
the Dallas Museum of Art where they took
a tour of Pacific Island art and the Crow
Museum of Asian Art to view the exhibits
of Japanese, Chinese and Indian art.

Mr. Nemeth created this course out of
his passion for cultures, but also through
his conviction that NCHS must prepare

students to be tomorrow’s “global citizens.”

ST. JOHN THE APOSTLE

Not Just Any Body

rs. Ginny O’Connor’s fifth grade class
at St. John the Apostle Catholic School
welcomed a new student, but this is not
just any body. It is a class project where the
students create a ‘human body’ to learn how
the real body works.

Students added ‘systems’ to the model of
the body. As a result, they were able to
concretely demonstrate how the systems
work together and how the primary organs
impact one another.

“We traced an outline of a student and
added red arteries and blue veins of yarn,”
says Mrs. O’Connor. “We created a four-
chamber heart out of balloons and air-filled
baggies for the lungs. The lymph system
was added in green yarn. Students recently
added the nervous system including the
brain, spinal cord and nerves as well as
sensory organs. If our ‘man’ can withstand

Students used various colored yarn to create a display
of various systems of the human body.

it, the digestive system will also be added
soon.”

The students will carry this unit and this
special ‘somebody’ into Language Arts
and write a persuasive speech to convince
others which organ is the most important.
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ST. ANDREW

St. Andrew Wildcat Players perform a Bunraku puppet show, a form of Japanese puppetry.

Puppetry Comes to Life for Drama Club

tudents at Saint Andrew Catholic School
have a new outlet for their creativity in the
form of The Wildcat Players, an after-school
Drama Club. Christina Cornevin, second
grade teacher, and Nicole Culp, school
nurse, who are both active in local theatre,
wanted to provide the students at SAS
with the opportunity to learn more about
different kinds of theatre and provide a
platform to express creativity.

The study of Puppetry, Reader’s Theatre,
Improvisation/Creative Dramatics, and
Musical Theatre are on the schedule for
this year. They will also study different
forms of theatre around the world and how
diverse cultures have had an impact on
acting. In addition to learning, the students
are having a lot of fun. “I have enjoyed
learning more things about theatre,” said
Abbie Culp, SAS sixth grader, “I have also
discovered talents that I didn’t know I had.”

Mr. Paul Cuttica’s second grade class at
Our Lady of Victory spent a month this
fall immersed in Native American culture.
With their seventh grade “buddies,” from
Mrs. Amy Wright’s class, they created
various projects, including false face masks
and tortilla teepees. The students read
legends and created a variety of crafts such
as ‘porcupine quill’ boxes, ‘turtle shell’
rattles, drums, and ‘silver and turquoise’
necklaces. They also created totem poles
in Mrs. Garnett’s art class.

The second grade class added to its
learning by hosting a Family Native
American Indian Culture Night in the
school’s gym. The evening included native
and native-inspired foods, crafts, music,
games, and a presentation by Cherokee
storyteller Mrs. Buse. The seventh grade
buddies worked as helpers manning the
various stations. A mini-museum was

Performances have included two major
performances for the entire school and the
public and additional, small performances
in the classroom. The Wildcat Junior
Players participated in two shows using sock
puppets and the Wildcat Players performed a
Bunraku puppet show with life-size puppets
that are operated by three puppeteers. The
students made all the puppets that are used
in the shows. In May, the two groups will
combine to perform a musical.

“I came to St. Andrew with a theatre and
an education background. I am so pleased
that I am able to share both of my passions
with the students and watch them grow and
express their creativity in ways they may
not have had access to before,” said Ms.
Cornevin.

There are currently 74 students that
participate in the two age appropriate
drama groups.

available to view as well as a teepee complete with animal skin covering.

“The best part of November was our Native Night,” wrote second grader, Brianna Vasquez
in her reflection journal. Parents were enthusiastic as well offering these comments: “What
an exciting night,” and “I learned as much as the students did!”



